MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

his deathbed, is given food and drink, and as a result lives
and breathes again, according to this conclusion he deserves
praise and reward for his own life and for the satisfaction
of his hunger and thirst, which, after all, is really an act of
Allah.

His third heresy is his view that repentance is not ac-
cepted as long as the sinner adheres to some other evil thing
which he knows is evil or which he believes to be evil, even
if it is good in itself. He also claims that repentance of
heresy cannot be accepted if the sinner still persists in with-
holding the smallest item due by him. In support of his
assertion he gave the following illustration, that he who
kills another man's son and commits adultery with the
latters wife, his repentance for one of the sins may be
accepted even if he persists in the other. But such an ex-
ample can not be admitted as illustration. The acceptance
of his repentance (for the one sin) is all right, if he is
punished for the other, just as in the case of the son who
is ungrateful to his father the Imam, steals from various
persons, and commits adultery with his maids, then asks
forgiveness of the father for the ungratefulness, and the
repentance of his ungratefulness is accepted for the money
he stole from him (his father), but his hand is cut off for
the rest of the property (stolen), and he is flogged for the
adultery. For his proof in this case he asserted that the
only necessity for his forsaking what was evil was the fact
"of its being evil; but if he persisted in some other evil, it
would show that the reason for his forsaking the first was
not simply because it was evil We say to him: " That
which 3^011 deny is the abandoning of evil in order to escape
retribution/' Is it possible for a man to> escape retribution
for the sin of which he repents, and at the same time be
punished for the sin of which he does not repent? Here is
176 what we said further to him: " The essence of what is in
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